
Solving Equations
Open Geometers Sketch Pad, Equations

Type your equation into the text box.  

Represent your equation using the circles and a text box for your variable.

The red circles are for negative numbers, or numbers that are being subtracted

The yellow circles are for positive numbers, or numbers that are being added.  
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X - 12 = 15

Solving Equations


The goal in solving equations is to isolate the variable (Get the variable by itself on one side of the = sign)

In this equation, the 12 red circles are preventing the x from being by itself.  We can cancel the red circles by putting the yellow circles over them.  Since we have 12 red circles, we need 12 yellow circles. Whatever we do to the left side of the = sign, we have to do to the right side of the = sign.  So, we need 12 yellow circles on the right side. 
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The left side has a red for every yellow, so they cancel each other out, and we are left with only the x. 

The right side now has 27 yellow.  

X = 27

EX. 2
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Step 2: 
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Step 3: 
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Answer:  X = 16

Practice:
x-9 = 19



x + 13 = 4


X – 12 = 23




X + 78 = 111


X – 12 = 45


X + 62 = 1089
Solving Equations, Practice
· Open Equations.memory using power point.  

· Go to View -> slide show

· Read the directions on the first page, and click the green arrow to start playing memory.   

· When you make a match, you can click on the box on the bottom left side.  The used slides will still be there- don’t let them confuse you!

· Use the chart on the attached sheet to cross out the boxes when you make a match
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